
Skagit Artists Board of Directors 
Meeting Minutes 
October 3, 2019 

 
President Sarah Dalton commenced the meeting of the Skagit Artists Board of Directors at the Skagit 
Valley Co-op Building.  Board members in attendance included Mechel Bell, Stephen Cheng, Sarah 
Dalton, Gary Giovane, Ron King, and Sheila Johnson, with Monica Jaress in attendance to discuss 
financials and Sue Bloomfield to discuss membership.  The meeting’s agenda per Sarah’s email: 

• October Creative Planning Meeting agenda 
o Meeting scheduled for October 12 at Padilla Bay, 11am 
o 42 members have responded to the survey 
o Need volunteers for Sponsorship, Christmas Party, and Art Bash 

• Fall Show 
o Who is running this event? 
o Liquor License for Opening and Fund Raiser 
o Fundraiser 
o Number of artists, etc. 

• November Education Program 

• Storage Unit Cleaning Party 
October 6, no time assigned 

• Christmas Party 

• Other 
 

Membership Procedures 
Because the organization is transitioning from one membership dues structure to another, Sue wanted 
to discuss when to begin charging $30 for memberships started after June 30.  After discussion, it was 
determined that the December discount renewal will be offered again in 2019.  New and renewed 
memberships in December will be $50 for 2020.  Beginning in January 2020, new members and renewals 
will pay $55.  July 1 – Dec. 31, 2020 a one-time rate of $30 would be offered to new members only.  Any 
renewals after June 30 will pay the full year $55 price.  Sue will include this clarification in her 
procedures and resend a copy to the Board.  She also offered to help others write procedures.  Sue will 
provide a membership list organized by volunteers’ interests. 
 
Creative Planning Meeting  
Sarah said she has now received 46 survey responses.  She will try to share the comments that were 
entered.  The top priorities identified by the survey were having selling opportunities and networking 
with other artists.  The meeting agenda will be light in order to discuss the group’s ‘Vision for 2020’ and 
capture those ideas for the next Board.  There will be a potluck.  
    
Skagit Artists Fall Show 
Andy is the lead on the show.  There was some confusion about responding to a confirmation email, so 
Gary will resend it with a corrected email address.  Monica said she has still not received an invoice from 
The LUX.  Gary reported 45 pieces were juried into the show, representing 30 individual artists, 21 of 
which are Skagit Artists members.  He wants to do a Call for Volunteers to work shifts during the show.  
Sue will send Gary and Andy a list of members interested in volunteering.  Sheila reported 24 Chambers 
of Commerce and community calendars had been provided the show information.  Press releases will go 



to 20 publications and 16 radio stations.  Sarah will send Sheila the verbiage she wants in the press 
release. 
 
Sarah’s fundraising idea for the Fall Show is for each ticket holder to be given 1 glass of wine (with 
subsequent glasses available for purchase), hors d’oeuvres from Nell Thorn (still being negotiated), and 
1 chance in an art drawing.  The liquor license is being expedited.  Sarah will purchase the wine for both 
the opening reception and the fundraiser.  Raffle tickets for $100 off art will be sold from Friday through 
Sunday afternoon. 
 
Educational Meeting 
Mechel said she has all the volunteers she will need.  
The 2020 Educational Meeting dates she has chosen for Padilla Bay are 2/22, 5/30, 8/15, 10/3 or 10/31, 
12/12 (Holiday Party). 
She is interested in exploring special interest groups. 
 
Volunteers 
In advance of the meeting, Mechel had emailed the Board a Volunteer Sign Up Sheet idea.  The first 
draft of the proposal will be attached to these minutes.  She wants the Sponsorship work to be more 
organized to prevent overlap. 
 
Cleaning the Storage Unit  
Storage Unit clean-up is now scheduled for June 27th at 10:00 a.m.  About 10 – 12 people are needed, 
and Bob’s for lunch was suggested.   
 
Elections 
The terms of Board members Sarah, Gary, and Sheila are ending in December.  Jennifer will be ending 
her time also.  Sarah is choosing to run for a position on the Board again.  She will email the membership 
about the 3 upcoming openings.  Sheila said she would continue to work on the grant process, as it is 
not a responsibility of the secretary.  (A historical note: prior to August 2018, press releases were 
written and sent by the Board President, and writing grants was done by the Treasurer.) 
 
Christmas Party 
Mechel said volunteers should be sought to chair, plan, and create this year’s holiday party.   
Instead of a gift exchange between members or a ‘Dirty Santa’ game, members who are in a giving spirit 
are welcome to bring art supplies for MoNA through the Skagit Artists’ Art Supplies for Kids (ASK) 
program.  Put MoNA on your gift tag, and bring “new or lightly-used art supplies” in the following 
categories: 

Fabric scraps 
Paint Brushes 
Clay Sculpting tools 
Acrylic and tempera paints 
Pipe cleaners 
Beads (especially ones with larger holes) 
Rubber stamps 
Ink pads 
Knitting needles 
Brayers for print making 
Calligraphy pens 



Magnifying glasses 
Hot glue guns 
Charcoal pencils/sticks for drawing 
Chalk pastels 

Gary Giovane will deliver the Skagit Artists’ gifts to MoNA.  

 
Financials 
Monica had sent the financials in advance of the meeting.  She said she had a new version of Quick 
Books, but it could not be installed on her aged computer.  One of the spreadsheets she produced 
focused on the ASK program.  $590 has been awarded, and $836.50 remains in the fund.  
 
Art Supplies for Kids 
Gary sent emails about ASK to the county school superintendents asking them to spread the word, but 
he only heard back from Anacortes.  His next effort was to email elementary school principals.  The 
monies that have been awarded have been well-received.  Some photos results of projects have been 
sent.   
 
Gary talked about the pending applications and how he, Andy, and Robin determine the award amount. 
There have been three Facebook posts about the awarded teachers and their projects, and there has 
been one online donation of $20. 
 
Other 
Sheila asked if Skagit Artists was going to do an online fundraising campaign again in Nov., during the 
‘Month of Giving’, similar to last year.  Sarah said nothing was given last year, so no.  
 
Monica said she could have Amazon Smiles ready for the holiday shopping season.  
 
A proposal was shared by Sheila to have Skagit Artists serve wine at the Art’s Alive! Opening Reception 
at Maple Hall as a fundraiser.  There was no motion to pursue. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 


